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Washington Irving (1783–
1859) wrote short stories,
essays, and biographies
throughout his life. He and
James Fenimore Cooper were
the first American writers
to gain acclaim in Europe.
Irving’s interests compelled
him to write about a wide
array of topics including
biographies of George
Washington and Mohammad,
the Moors, and fifteenthcentury Spain. (Image: Library
of Congress)
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Black Hawk (1767–1838) was a famous Sauk born in northwestern Illinois. While the Sauk and Fox tribes had ceded their
Illinois lands in an 1804 treaty, they were permitted to use the region until the United States government wanted the land.
In the late 1820s, settlers began moving into the area, but Sauks under Black Hawk refused to evacuate the region. After
a confrontation in summer 1832 in which hundreds of Native Americans were killed at Bad Axe Creek, Black Hawk and
several other Sauk and Fox leaders were captured and imprisoned at Jefferson Barracks. After being transported to Fortress
Monroe, Black Hawk returned and told fellow natives that it was futile to resist the Americans since they were so numerous.
This image is from Thomas McKenney’s History of the Indian Tribes of North America. (Image: Missouri History Museum)
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